
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

HELP US CELEBRATE THE  

FISHBOURNE PLAYING FIELD ASSOCIATION’S 

 50TH ANNIVERSARY AND THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF  

THE FISHBOURNE CENTRE! 



 

Recovering from COVID-19 
 

It goes without saying that the first half of 2020 has been pretty tough on everyone, including 
local businesses and community projects such as the FPFA (Fishbourne Playing Field 
Association) and The Fishbourne Centre. We had some fantastic events planned throughout the 
year to help celebrate two momentous anniversaries and, as you can imagine, the global 
pandemic put a stop to these events and even a stop to the Centre’s trade. Not only that, but we 
also had to close our facilities for quite some time before it was safe to open to the public.  
 
This closure has had a dramatic effect on both the FPFA and the Centre’s financial stability 
and we are asking for YOUR HELP to get us back to where we need to be… 
 

…providing the local community with a fantastic venue for events, food and 
drink, sports classes and so much more. 

 
Now that lockdown measures are easing, we are thrilled to be able to open our doors (and 
fields!) to the Fishbourne community once again.  

 
But we need YOUR HELP to keep us going! 

 
Please read on to find out about the FPFA and The Fishbourne Centre and how you can help 
two great community projects!  

 



 

2020 has got off to a rocky start, but we do have something positive to celebrate! And that is the 
50th Anniversary of the Fishbourne Playing Field Association (FPFA).  

 
But how did we get to 50 years? It all started in October 1969, when Rev. Roy Follis called a 
meeting in the Church Hall to discuss setting up a play area for children. A committee was 
formed and in 1970 the Fishbourne Playing Field Association became a registered 
charity. The FPFA therefore own the Playing Fields and Centre on behalf of the residents of 
Fishbourne. Its first event was what was to become known as the Fishbourne Fireworks - 
which made a profit of £28! From this, the committee has sourced various grants to help 
develop the widely-admired playing field with facilities to accommodate football teams such as 
The Fishbourne Romans, cricket, bowling, tennis, croquet etc. as well as the very popular 
children’s play area, a multi-sports court, outdoor gym equipment and a popular venue for dog-
walking.  
 
The Field is also the base for the Fishbourne Centre and for the Fishbourne Pre-School. So, as 
you can see, it is the hub of Fishbourne Village! To celebrate our Fabulous 50 years, we now 
need to rediscover the generous spirit of the 1970s and to do this we are launching our 
“Fabulous 50 Appeal”.  This is where you come in!  
 
Many of our activities and access to the fields are completely free – but they do continuingly 
cost the charity money to run and maintain. These costs include: 

1. Repairs and maintenance of fields, playground equipment and carpark 
2. Meeting Health & Safety Regulations and resurfacing pathways. 
3. Grass cutting, tree maintenance and employment of groundsman 
4. Insurance 
5. Dog mess clearance 

 
The FPFA does all the above without any ongoing financial support from Parish, District or 
County Councils, although we have been successful in applying for and receiving various grants 
for key projects from these organisations along the way, which we are extremely grateful for.   
Since the Government lockdown and COVID-19 measures were put into place, we have seen a 
dramatic decrease in our revenue. This is due to the Centre having to close its doors to sports 
clubs, wedding bookings, closing the bar and restaurant, amongst other things. Below are just 
some of the costs we have lost out on over the last few months:  

-£2,000 per month 
Even when the Centre is closed there are still overheads that need to be paid, such as 

insurance, maintenance, staff wages (excluding those on furlough) etc.  
 

-£4,500 per month  
in venue booking fees such as weddings, parties, and other functions as well as the loss from 

food and bar takings.  
 

Which means during the pandemic (so far!) we have lost nearly 

£25,000! 
The FPFA will continue to struggle in the following years without help, particularly from the 

people who have free access to the field and the Centre on their doorstop ….in other words 
…you! 

 



 

 
 

 
 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? JOIN THE 50/50 CLUB! 
£5 a month with 3 cash prizes to be won every month! 

The original aim of the 50/50 club was to raise funds for the redevelopment of the Fishbourne 
Centre. Having completed that project, the objective changed to raise funds for a defibrillator 
and, most recently, to raise funds for the children’s playground. We successfully raised money 
for both, but there is always more to do! Now in 2020 the fund is being relaunched to help 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the FPFA Charity. 

What’s in it for the FPFA? 50% of the monthly fee will go directly to the charity, this will be a 
very welcome steady income which helps enormously with cash-flow and the cost of 
maintaining the playing fields, children’s play area and other facilities. 
 
What’s in it for you? You will have 3 chances of winning the remaining 50% as a cash prize 
EVERY MONTH. That means, if there were 200 members, each paying £5 a month by standing 
order (or £60 annually by cheque), there would be a monthly prize draw of: 

 
1st Prize £250   2nd Prize £150  3rd Prize £100 

and we would also raise £500 for the FPFA every month! 

 

You will be allocated a membership number which will go into each monthly draw. If you want 
more than one number all we ask it that you complete a separate mandate form for each 
additional number. The winning entries will be drawn on the second Thursday of each month. 

How will I know I’ve won? The results will be posted on a notice board at the Fishbourne 
Centre and published on the Fishbourne Centre website at www.fishbournecentre.org.uk. 
Winners will also receive notification by post. 
 
We’d like to write a cheque with your name on it, but you have to be in it, to win it! 

 
The bigger the club ........the bigger the prizes! 

Interested in becoming a member? Contact us today by filling out the 50/50 membership 
form and delivering to the address below!  

 
FAO: Tony Harrison, 121 Blackboy Lane, Fishbourne, West Sussex, PO18 8BL Tel 01243 

532893 or e-mail:nosirraht@talktalk.net 

 

 

mailto:nosirraht@talktalk.net


 

50/50 Club  

Standing Order Mandate 

A Payment by standing order: Please complete the following: 

To:       (Insert Name of Bank)  

At:           

      (Insert Address of your bank) 

 

Account name:           

Account number:      Sort Code:    

 

Please pay the sum of £5.00 on the 1st of   20   (Please leave blank)  

And thereafter on the 1st day of every month until further notice.  

To:  

NatWest Bank Plc Account number: 20629834  

5 East Street Sort code: 60-05-24  

Chichester Account: Fishbourne 50/50 Club 

West Sussex  

PO19 1HH  

X Signed:        

X Print your name:        

Address:           

      Post code:     

Telephone:    Email:         

 

I have read and agree to abide by the rules of the Fishbourne Playing Field 50/50 Club. You 
can find these rules on the application form for the 50/50 Club on our website - 
www.fishbournecentre.org.uk/50-50-club/ 

 

X Signed:    X Date:      

Please complete and return to Tony Harrison, Fishbourne Centre 46 Blackboy Lane, 
Fishbourne, West Sussex, PO18 8BE Fishbourne. 

Lottery registered with Chichester District Council ref: 3815/20/00739/GASSL Under the 
gambling act 2005 
 



 

OTHER WAYS YOU CAN HELP… 
As well as joining the 50/50 club there are other ways you can help!  

 

No matter how big or small, any donation is always greatly 
received. If you are able to donate you can do this in two 
ways: 

Option 1 - Donate online by visiting: https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/11509 

Option 2 - Donate by cheque: please make cheques payable to Fishbourne Playing Field 
Association and send to The Treasurer FPFA, 46 Blackboy Lane, Chichester, PO18 8BE along 
with your contact details. 

 
MAKE YOUR GIFT WORTH MORE 

by saying if you are a taxpayer and that you would like your gift to receive 
Gift Aid. That way, we can claim an extra 20% from the Government. A gift 
aid form can be collected from the office at the Fishbourne Centre, 
requested by email or downloaded from our website. 
 
ORGANISE A LOCAL EVENT 

We have the facilities available for any type of event. Hold a socially 
distanced coffee morning, a bring-and-buy book sale or a pub quiz that 
isn’t on Zoom or Skype! Call the Centre today to see how you can 
organise an event whilst following government guidelines 01243 788368 

 
REMEMBER US IN YOUR WILL 

So that others can continue to enjoy the Field and Centre as you do. 

 

YOUR IDEAS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME… 
We really do hope, you and other residents of Fishbourne will show their support by signing up 
to the 50/50 club in sufficient numbers but please rest assured the FPFA Charity Trustees are 
always continually reviewing  its finances to ensure the long term resilience of the charity and 
the services it provides to the residents of Fishbourne. As explained, the COVID-19 pandemic 
has seriously impacted us and to ensure we can continue operating, we may have to consider 
other avenues to ensure longer term financial stability.  
 
Do you have any suggestions? Then please do contact us! Any suggestion is better than 
none! If anyone has any other ideas on how we can raise more funds for the charity, please 
contact us today. Email: enquires@FPFA.org.uk Your opinion counts! 

 
Your chance to become a Trustee for the FPFA or Director of the Fishbourne Centre 
The FPFA and The Fishbourne Centre are looking for Trustees and Directors to join the Board 

to help with the running of the Centre and to help oversee all the activities on the playfield. 

Bookkeeping, accountancy or a keenness to take on projects are all great attributes! 

 

Interested in becoming a Trustee? Please email: enquiries@fpfa.org.uk  
Interested in becoming a Director for the Fishbourne Centre? Please email: 
admin@fishbournecentre.org.uk 

mailto:enquires@FPFA.org.uk
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A community centre open to everyone! 

This Fishbourne Centre is open to all and looks out onto 17 acres of playing fields; 
including cricket and football pitches, tennis courts, a croquet lawn, a bowling green, 
a multi-sport court and a secure children’s play area. 

The Fishbourne Centre is the perfect venue choice for Wedding Receptions, Parties 
and Celebrations, Private or public meetings, Wakes, Clubs and Societies, Business 
Events or just a drink in the bar! 

The Centre used to be a member’s club but following its complete overhaul 10 
years ago is it now a facility that is open to everyone! This includes the use of 

the bar, restaurant, toilets, function halls and so much more. 
 
It has 3 function rooms that can cater for a small gathering such as Little Tots Ballet 
classes to a New Year’s Eve party with a live band on stage for up to 200 people! 
The kitchens have recently been fully refurbished and can prepare a small buffet for 
a wake or a 5-course meal for 150 wedding guests. 
 
The bar is open 7 days a week and stocks a full range of wines, spirits and draught 
beers. It is an ideal venue just for a refreshing drink on the patio on a summer’s 
evening or a large birthday or anniversary celebration. 
 

If you are booking an event, don’t forget to mention you are a resident of 
Fishbourne to receive a discounted hire charge! 



 

 
 
Would you like to be a volunteer for the Fishbourne Centre? If so, please complete 
the form below by 30th September 2020 if possible. Forms can be left in the Survey 
Box in the Centre’s foyer or posted to : FPFA, (Volunteer Survey 2020), The 
Fishbourne Centre,46 Blackboy Lane, Fishbourne, Chichester, West Sussex, 
PO18 8BE. 
 
Name:          
 
Address:            
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
            
Phone:     E-mail:       
 
The sort of things I think I would like to do (but with no obligation!) are: 
 

 Please tick 

1. Work Party on call for Centre and FPFA (furniture not crowds!)  
 

 

2. Help with tea/coffee and chat mornings 
 

 

3. Help with Ground Maintenance (FPFA)  
 

 

4. General help at major functions (Centre and FPFA) – especially Fishbourne 
Fireworks 

 

5. Willingness to stand for committees with the possibility of this leading to 
increasing responsibilities 

 

6. Willingness to help on short-term working parties, such as pond 
maintenance, ditch clearing, play park maintenance  
 

 

7. Duke of Edinburgh volunteering opportunities  
 

 

8. Help with setting up and running new clubs such as Fishbourne Men in a 
Shed clubs 

 

9. Other (please give details) 
 
 
 

 

 
Please feel free to photocopy if there is more than one volunteer in 

the household! 
 

Data Protection. Please note that any data will be retained on file so that we can contact you at 
appropriate times in the future. It will not be passed onto any other organisation or be used by The 
Fishbourne Centre for any other purposes. 


